• Ulcerative colitis (UC) characterized by chronic inflammatory condition that affects the rectum and extends proximally into the colon for varying distances • Perforation in patients with Toxic Colitis -a.w. high mortality 27-57%, regardless of whether the perforation is contained or free -Mortality rate also increases as the time interval between perforation and surgery increases
• Pertinent to identify signs of impending perforation 
Risk of Malignancy
Risk factors:
• Extent of colonic disease presence or absence of proctitis -Patients often require multiple surgeries -Function must be considered when deciding on the extent and aggressiveness of procedure -40 -50% of patients require surgery < 10 years of diagnosis
